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Yes, that’s an iPhone. And yes, that’s Android. iPhone users and Android users can stop fighting-because now your iPhone can run Android (as if Steve Jobs didn’t already have enough on his plate with the iPhone prototype leak). Yeah, you heard me right. iPhone Dev-team member Planetbeing (the same guy who ported the Linux 2.6 kernel to the
iPhone in 2008) uploaded a video to YouTube Wednesday evening that shows him successfully running Android on an iPhone 2G. Video after the jump. In fact, the phone doesn’t just run Android-it also had dual-boot capabilities, by way of Linux 2.6 bootloader OpeniBoot, which is also a Planetbeing creation. Planetbeing’s video shows him starting out
in the regular iPhone OS and then booting to Android-albeit, a somewhat sluggish, not fully functional version of Android, but Android nonetheless. By the looks of it, Android on the iPhone plays music, browses the Web, and even makes phone calls with no problems. Planetbeing admits that Android on the iPhone is still in “Alpha,” but notes that
“pretty much everything works.” There is a “button shortage” on the iPhone (since there’s only one button), so Planetbeing has repurposed the volume buttons as the “call” and “home” buttons. While this isn’t the best Android OS I've ever seen, it’s certainly the first one I've ever seen on an iPhone! Planetbeing states on his blog that, while the hack
only works on first-generation iPhones at the moment, it shouldn’t be too hard to port over to the iPhone 3G. He says that porting it to the iPhone 3GS will take a little more work, though. If you've got a first generation iPhone and you’d like to try it out for yourself, he’s got the pre-built images and sources available for download on his blog. Follow
GeekTech on Twitter or Facebook. Apple was put in the spotlight this week, with iPhone news dominating the scene. Apple was put in the spotlight this week, with iPhone news dominating the scene. First, Apple supposedly lost the prototype of its next-generation iPhone, with photos emerging on both Engadget and Gizmodo. Adding fuel to
speculation, Apple’s lawyers asked for the device back, suggesting that it may indeed be genuine. To make things more interesting, Adobe terminated its development of the compiler, which was aimed to enable Flash apps to run on the iPhone, following Apple’s recent amendment to its iPhone 4.0 SDK licence. Meanwhile, an iPhone hacker has
successfully managed to install Android on Apple’s smartphone. Facebook staged its F8 developer conference this week, making a number of announcements. The social networking giant introduced what it calls the Open Graph protocol, a way for users to share their activity on external sites via “likes” on their Facebook. The company is also getting
rid of its Facebook Connect log-in feature in favour of the open-source OAuth. Thirdly, in a joint effort with Microsoft, they have come up with their own version of Google Docs. The product, which is currently in beta, lets Facebook users create MS documents that can then be shared with friends on Facebook. Microsoft is getting serious about web
standards and has sponsored the Web Open Font Format (WOFF), bringing it closer to becoming a standard. It’s unknown whether IE9 will support the technology, but it’s a positive move regardless. Lastly, some good news for Linux fans. Synaptics is bringing multi-touch capabilities to a range of Linux distributions, including Fedora, Millos Linpus,
Red Flag, Suse Linux Enterprise Desktop Sled 11, Ubuntu and Xandros. Posted by Lana Kovacevic The Sims, the hit life simulation series of games, originated on the PC and has since landed on practically every platform under the sun including the Windows Phone 7 platform. In these games, the player creates a digital avatar and then directs it
through the rigors of everyday life: eating, sleeping, work, fun, and all that stuff. I do some of that stuff myself, and let me tell you, even the fun isn’t all that fun. But somehow the Sims makes everyday drudgery enjoyable, hence the game's millions of fans. The Sims 3 for Windows Phone 7 brings a fair helping of the PC game’s magic to mobile
gamers, although this version’s many issues prevent it from being a must-have.Cruise past the break for our full review.Designing a SimCustomizing one’s character has always been an important feature of The Sims. Here you can select the Sim’s gender, skin, hair, and eye color, hairstyle, and clothing. You won’t be adjusting any proportions in the
mobile version, though. The number of clothing options and hair styles is woefully inadequate, too. For instance, the Sim can have a soul patch, a werewolf face, or vampire teeth, but not a goatee and mustache.Most people will probably want to make at least one Sim that looks like themselves, so the developers could have at least gotten that part
right before wasting effort into novelty options. On the plus side, the vampire, werewolf, and other novelties were paid downloadable content in the original iPhone version, but are included free here.After you’ve made a Sim that looks like nobody in particular, it’s time to choose a persona. All the real life personality types are present: Jack of All
Trades, Nice Guy (me), Jerk, Sleaze, Power Seeker, and Maniac. Personas basically give the Sim a handful of unique goals to strive for. Three of them are tied to Achievements, which basically means those are the only three most people will play. After deciding on a persona, you'll assign five traits to the Sim. These affect what activities and
conversational topics the Sim enjoys.Day to day lifeWe all have a lot to worry about in real life, and much of that applies to the game, too. A Sim has six stats to look after: Hunger, Energy (sleeping), Bladder, Hygiene (bathing), Social (conversations), and Fun (TV, music, or reading). Whatever else you’re doing, you can’t let any of these stats get too
low or your Sim will pass out or die. Thankfully these needs only require attention about once or twice per in-game day.Social butterflylt’s important to interact with other Sims every day. When your Sim meets people, they go from being strangers to acquaintances. From there, various conversational choices are available: Be funny, Be romantic, Be
nice, Be rude, Talk about..., and more. The path of the relationship depends on your choosing topics and actions that mesh well with the other Sim’s personality.It’s possible to engage in romantic relationships with just about anybody, male or female, except for your Sim’s boss, much to my chagrin. Of course, the Sims you meet may already be in
relationships, so flirting with one can easily make another jealous and push them into being your enemy. If you feel like being a jerk, you can also barge into the houses of Sims you don’t know and start using their stuff, or kick over their trash cans. There is a small variety of things you can do to be mean to your fellow Sims; the game lacks some of
the PC and console versions' meaner options, like stealing.Taking care of businessAll the socialization in the world won't pay the bills though. Your Sim will also need money to pay for food, buy furniture, improve its house, or get a car. The first step towards bringing in the dough is getting a job. Sims can work at City Hall, the Grocery Store, the
Laboratory, and the Corsican Bistro. After taking a job, you’ll need to get the Sim to work on time every in-game weekday. Treat your boss Sim well and you’ll earn raises and promotions. Don’t make the mistake of slapping your boss like I did! Err, in the game, that is. Because jobs take up so much of a Sim’s time, weekends come as a welcome relief
to work on personal goals.Mini-gamesWork isn’t the only way to make money. There’s also fishing and gardening! Fishing is fast, fun and easy. Tilting the phone moves the line toward an evasive fish. Once the fish is ready to be hooked, just shake the phone to reel it in. After catching fish, you can sell them quite profitably or cook them. Gardening
becomes available once a Sim’s house has been upgraded in size. Purchase seeds and fertilizer, plant the seeds, and then check on them once they’re grown, which doesn’t take long. Like fish, vegetables can be cooked or sold.As for cooking, it doesn’t turn a profit, but it’s a decent mini-game. You have to purchase a stove, recipes, and multiple
ingredients in order to cook meals. The interface for selecting which dish to cook could be a lot better as it displays all of your recipes whether or not you have the required ingredients to cook them. Assuming you do have the stuff, cooking involves tapping one of up to four pots and then shaking the phone in order to cool the pot. This lasts for about a
minute and then the food is ready.Finally, the repairing mini-game comes into play when one of your Sim’s appliances breaks - a rather infrequent occurrence. The game displays a circuit board with two broken components which the player must swap out with new ones. Repairing is so simple, it feels pointless. Still, a Sim’s repairing, cooking,
fishing, and gardening skills all level up through practice. Mastering a skill allows the Sim to brag about his accomplishments during conversations, though it mostly feels like nothing more than a step towards an Achievement rather than a meaningful accomplishment.More issues than Sports IllustratedThis title’s core gameplay is enjoyable; however,
there are several little problems and annoyances. First, the game has to load whenever you enter or leave a building, which is to say, frequently. The WP7 NoDo update significantly reduced the load times, but they still slow the game down more than necessary.Menus and controls also need some work. The main menu during gameplay has seven
menus buried beneath it. Players must drag from one edge of the screen to the other in order to switch between menus, even though swiping would have been easier and more intuitive. The same issue applies to the furniture selection menu. Come on, developers.The Sims 3's camera controls are even more abysmal. You're supposed to pinch to zoom
in and out or twist with two fingers to rotate the camera. Neither motion works consistently, so I just gave up on controlling the camera. The only time this interferes with gameplay is when knocking on doors. Sims always stand in the doorway while answering the door, and due to the camera angle it's just about impossible to click on someone in a
doorway to initiate a conversation. You end up having to either barge in (which makes them angry unless they really like your Sim) or walk a few paces back from the door and hope they follow.Achievements: Not so Sim-pleThe Sims 3 is not a great purchase for Achievement hunters for a variety of reasons. As a launch game, it requires the player to
be connected to Xbox Live via Wi-Fi in order to display or earn Achievements. Logging in after completing the criteria for an Achievement won’t cause the Achievement to unlock, so you’ll have to start a new Sim if the task can’t be repeated. So lame. Even while online, The Sims 3’s Achievements are buggy and may or may not unlock. For instance,
the "Likes Work" Achievement requires players to get a job and go to work early. Just showing up early doesn’t count, though - you have to use the “Go to Work” shortcut from a sub-menu in order to pull it off.The Sims 3 has some annoyingly time-consuming Achievements, too. Gamers would need to play through the game three separate times (as a
Jack of All Trades, Nice Guy, and Jerk) in order to get every Achievement. I like the game, but beating it once is probably enough for me.Overall SimpressionFor all its many faults, The Sims 3 on Windows Phone is still a Sims game at its core. It takes mundane things like eating, sleeping, and polyamorous relationships and mixes them into an
enjoyable simulation. However, because of this version's overall lack of polish and too-frequent loading, players will need some patience to get to the fun.One final weakness: the price. Sorry EA, but you don't charge the highest possible price on an undercooked game with wonky Achievements. The Sims 3 would be a decent buy at $5, but $7 is
madness. For now, gamers should spend their Simoleons elsewhere.The Sims 3 costs a whopping $6.99 and it has a free trial. Get it here on the Marketplace.
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